The puzzle of somatostatin: action, receptors, analogues and therapy.
The scientific search for the revelation of the multiple physiological aspects of somatostatin has already begun. Investigators have managed to clarify many pathophysiological processes that have been influenced or regulated by somatostatin. The focus of future research seems to be the therapeutic application of this accumulated knowledge. The aim of this study is to collect the available information on the action, receptors and use of somatostatin analogues in human tissues. For this reason findings were based on Internet search and complete studies with abstracts written in English. A special mention on the influence of somatostatin on the immune system and inflammatory bowel disease is also included.